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rian garrison and the Delta was secured. Ashurbanipal
returned like lightning and recovered the Delta.
Tanutamon fled to South following his defeat in Middle
Egypt. Thebes was sacked and set on fire by the
Assyrian soldiery. Ashurbanipal returned laiden with
booty dragging countless unfortunate prisoners of war.
Egypt was for the moment laid low with her cities
ruined and the temples desecrated and stripped of all
tlieir splendour and riches. But within a decade
Psamatic, who had been appointed viceroy by Ashur-
banipal, led a revolt, freed Egypt from the Assyrian
yolie and assumed the Double Crown of Egypt as its
rightful pharaoh. He was the founder of a new dynasty,
the 26th.
Defeats abroad and want of sound finances com-
pelled the Egyptian leaders in politics to reflect on the
past. Lack of money did not permit the rulers even
to indulge in the usual pastime of building temples,
A return to the past and, as such, to a state of speculative
inactivity became the norm. It is usual with degene-
rate nations to seek to revive the dead glory of the
bygone ages and thus to cover the inability to improve
the immediate present. It was, however, an attempt
at a mere artificial revivification of an old Egypt long
passed away, and the effect of the renovation was only
to intensify the old age of Egypt, who had but painted
her wrinkled face with unreal aids to youth. In
fact the revivalist movement which aimed at producing
tie pre-Empire days had begun during the Ethiopian
domination. It started as a fashion of protest against
the outmoded and vulgarized culture of the Empire,
for the imperial tradition had not, after all, served
Egypt who had fallen a prey to the adventures of west
Asian militarists. In the bitterness of thraldom the
Egyptians turned from the Empire towards the simple
old days of the Pyramid-Builders for inspiration.
Names and titles of that peffiod returned and were
assumed with great patronage and pride, and when